Sir, I recently attended a workshop hosted by University of Glasgow titled Health in the news: Fact or Fiction? where health researchers and journalists provided insight into how the media industry approaches the reporting of healthcare topics.
I observed a gap between the journalist's insight into the topic and their ability to appraise the evidence/story they have been given. They rely on the researcher/patient to provide the evidence and although they try their best to become an expert almost immediately this is impossible and therefore their article inevitably contains elements of bias.
The average earning of a journalist is £23,499 and I am aware that they need to write stories which will sell or find themselves unemployed; however, I feel they should be held accountable for what they write as this impacts society greatly. I believe journalists and health researchers/ organisations have a responsibility to work alongside each other to ensure work is critically appraised prior to publishing.
I am sure we can agree that when discussing dentistry in the media the dentist is usually portrayed as 'the bad guy' . This does not help those patients with dental fear and anxiety, which has been estimated to be as high as 48% of the adult population. This article describes a patient's experience of having upper anterior veneers replaced by crowns and the subsequent problems endured.
Although I agree this was not a pleasant experience for the patient and the treating clinician has a responsibility to attain informed consent, the patient also has a responsibility to understand what treatment they are agreeing to. The article went on to touch on health inequalities as the patient discussed how she questioned how some people are unable to afford dental services.
None of the treatment in this article was completed in the UK where we are lucky to have the NHS, but even the NHS has its limits as costs are still required.
I believe the article highlights some important issues such as informed consent and oral health inequalities but instead of educating the population to the issues highlighted, it is more likely to have invoked fear into the masses.
Could the BDA play a role in working alongside the media to try and better educate journalists, and subsequently the population, on the true issues with health and not just the negative patient perspective which may lead to patients continuing to avoid the dentist, subsequently leading to poorer health outcomes? Letters to the editor COMMENT Send your letters to the Editor, British Dental Journal, 64 Wimpole Street, London, W1G 8YS. Email bdj@bda.org. Priority will be given to letters less than 500 words long. Authors must sign the letter, which may be edited for reasons of space.
BRITISH DENTAL JOURNAL | VOLUME 225 NO. 8 | OCTOBER 26 2018 683
UPFRONT O f f i c i a l j o u r n a l o f t h e B r i t i s h D e n t a l A s s o c i a t i o n .
